
© 2014 •  Community Bible Study •  1 -800-826-4181 •  www.communitybiblestudy.org •  www.cbsinternational.org   1 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®). Copyright © 2001 by Crossway,  
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. ESV Text Edition: 2011. 

Luke Lesson 14—Luke 10 

Jesus’ Surprising Way of Ministry  
Memorize the TRUTH! 

“And He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.’” Luke 10:27 

DAY 1: LUKE 10:1-16—Jesus Sends His Disciples 
1. What does this passage say about our role in the spiritual harvest? About God’s role? 

2. Review Luke 9:1-6 along with today’s passage. Which of Jesus’ instructions seem surprising to you? What would you 
have thought or felt if you had been given these instructions?  
Note: Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum were Judean cities in Jesus’ time. Sodom, Tyre, and Sidon were Gentile 
cities notorious for their wickedness.  

3. What would Jesus’ followers have found surprising about the woes He declared in 10:13-15?  

4. How would Jesus’ words recorded in 10:16 have encouraged these early missionaries?  

 

Learn the TRUTH!      

Jesus told His disciples to “pray earnestly” to the Lord of the harvest. Often when we think of 
evangelism, we think first of our involvement. Where should we go? To whom should we witness? What 
should we say? Sometimes the burden of responsibility overwhelms us. Nevertheless, Jesus really does mean 
for us to share His good news. However, He is Lord of the harvest. He is in charge. He prepares hearts to 
receive the good news. He empowers our witness. He gives us words. He prompts others to work with us in 
His field. That’s why prayer is so important. What part of the Lord’s field are you burdened for today? How 
does knowing that He is Lord—He is in charge—affect the way you pray this week?  How does praying this 
way affect the way you might respond to Jesus command to “go”? Plan to discuss this with your small group. 
 

DAY 2: LUKE 10:17-24—Reasons to Rejoice  
5. What were Jesus’ disciples rejoicing in? What did He tell them to rejoice in instead?  Why do you think He emphasized 

this?  

6. How do Jesus’ words here encourage you when you encounter evil in the world?  

7. Why did Jesus rejoice? Why do you think this gave Him joy?  



Luke – Lesson 14           2 

8. The people of Israel thought they knew God. How did Jesus challenge that confidence? How can a person know the 
Father?  

DAY 3: LUKE 10:25-28—A Question for Jesus 
9. What do you think is involved in doing what the Law commands concerning God and your neighbor? Do you think 

fulfilling this requirement is hard or easy? Explain.  

10. If you had been the expert in the Law, would you have found hope in Jesus’ answer? Why, or why not?  

DAY 4: LUKE 10:29-37—The Good Samaritan  
11. Why do you think the expert in the Law felt the need to justify himself?  

12. What did all three passersby have in common? What was different about their responses?  

13. If you had heard Jesus’ story, what would have challenged you the most? 

DAY 5: LUKE 10:38-42—Jesus Visits Mary and Martha 
14. When Jesus visited Mary and Martha, what did Mary do? What did Martha do?  

15. For whom do you feel more sympathy, and why?  

16. What do you think Jesus was speaking of when He said, “One thing is necessary”?  

 

Apply the TRUTH!   

It’s obvious that the expert in the Law didn’t think of Samaritans as his “neighbors.” But Jesus 
surprised him with a startling truth: God wants His people to show mercy to everyone. Often our 

“neighbor” is the person we would least expect. Who do you pass by without seeing? How might God be 
calling you to show His compassion to that person today? Plan to discuss this in your small group.  
 

DAY 6: Participate in Class 
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Lesson 14 Commentary 

Jesus’ Surprising Way of Ministry 
Luke 10 

God’s Kingdom Is Near 
Jesus planned to visit more towns and preach the kingdom of God. He wanted the people of these towns to be 
ready to receive His message. So He chose 72 disciples to go to these places ahead of Him. He sent them in pairs 
and gave them clear instructions with a sense of urgency. He said that there was much work to do for God’s 
kingdom—many people were ready to receive God’s truth. But there were not enough laborers to go and bring the 
gospel truth to others. So Jesus told these disciples to pray to God, the “Lord of the harvest,” and ask Him to send 
more workers into His spiritual field. The “harvest” Jesus referred to is mentioned elsewhere in Scripture. At the 
end of time, Jesus will gather those who trust in Him and reap those who reject Him. The believers will go to 
everlasting life and the unbelievers to eternal judgment (Matthew 13:36-43).  

Just as He had instructed the 12 apostles before (Luke 9:3), Jesus also told these messengers to take nothing with 
them. They must not delay their mission by visiting with people as they traveled. He wanted them to avoid 
anything that would distract them from their purpose. He instructed them to pray God’s peace on every home they 
entered. This blessing would rest on the people who were open to receive God’s truth. Jesus said He was sending 
these messengers to heal the sick and to announce that God’s kingdom was near.  

If people rejected their message, Jesus told the disciples to say that they were wiping the dust from their feet as 
they left. In Jesus’ time, people walked a long way from place to place. Their feet became grimy with dust from 
the roads. After walking through a Gentile region, Jews shook the dust from their feet. This gesture symbolized 
that they rejected even the dust of the Gentiles—whom they considered unclean and unholy.  

People who reject the message of Jesus’ followers are rejecting Jesus Himself. Anyone who rejects Jesus also 
rejects God the Father. The Father has given the Son authority to share the message of salvation—and the Son has 
given authority to His followers to declare His good news. When we follow Jesus, we become His representatives 
to people who do not yet know Him. We are “ambassadors for Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:20).  
 

Think about rejection of God’s good news. When we share the truth about Jesus, we can expect 
rejection. It’s our responsibility to be witnesses for Jesus—but He is in charge of the outcome. Don’t 
allow rejection to discourage you from sharing your faith.  

 

Jesus declared a warning to three Judean towns that had rejected His good news. He contrasted these Jewish cities 
with the Gentile cities of Sodom, Tyre, and Sidon—cities known for their wickedness. If the Gentiles in those 
wicked cities had seen His mighty miracles, Jesus said, they would have responded with repentance. How much 
more should the people of Israel recognize that God was at work among them? They had been praying for God’s 
promised Messiah to come. Yet they rejected Jesus when He came to them.  

Reasons to Rejoice 
As the 72 disciples traveled from city to city, God did incredible miracles through them. In Jesus’ name, the sick 
were healed and demons fled. The disciples returned full of joy and wonder at the great things God had done. 
They rejoiced in the power over evil they had through Jesus’ name.  

When Jesus heard the disciples’ report, He told them He had seen Satan fall like lightning from heaven. He said 
He had given them authority over all of Satan’s power. Nothing would hurt them. But He emphasized that their 
authority was not the most important thing. Instead of rejoicing in the power He had given them, He told them to 
rejoice that their names were written in heaven. All who have accepted Jesus as their Savior have their names 
recorded in His book of life (Revelation 3:5; 21:27). This means that Jesus’ blood has covered our sins—we are 
reconciled with God and welcomed as His children. It means that we will see Him face to face in all His majesty. 
And it means that we will live with Him forever in the beautiful new heaven and earth He will establish..  
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Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and prayed a prayer of thanksgiving to His Father. He acknowledged God as 
“Lord of heaven and earth.” He thanked God because He had hidden things from wise people and revealed them 
to “little children” instead. He also declared the authority His Father had given Him—“All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father.” God has “highly exalted” Jesus and given Him a name that is above all names 
(Philippians 2:9). He has given Jesus “all authority in heaven and on earth” (Matthew 28:18).  

Jesus said that only the Father knows who the Son is, and only the Son knows who the Father is. Jesus came to 
reveal God’s character to the whole world. He is our only way to God—no one can come to the Father except 
through Him (John 14:6). When we receive Jesus by faith, we also receive the Father. Jesus said, “Whoever has 
seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). Jesus loves us as His Father has loved Him. Jesus told His followers, 
“I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you” (John 14:20). He told them that all who see what they had seen 
are blessed. The Messiah had come to rescue His people and bring them salvation. The hope of generations of 
God’s people was being realized in their time and place. 
 

Think about why Jesus said His followers were blessed. For centuries, people asked God to send His 
Messiah. At last, Jesus had come! The disciples were privileged to live in daily relationship with the 
long-awaited Redeemer. They watched Him show God’s compassion and care and bring truth, grace, 

and healing—this experience made them blessed. How have your own encounters with Jesus blessed you?  
 

The Good Samaritan 
An expert in the Law tested Jesus by asking what he must do to gain eternal life. In response, Jesus asked the man 
what the Law said. The man answered correctly that we are to love God and our neighbors. He wanted to justify 
himself—so he asked Jesus to explain what “neighbor” meant in this commandment.  

Jesus answered the man’s question with a parable. His story began on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. In 
Jesus’ time, traveling between these two cities meant descending or ascending 900 meters on a narrow, rocky 
pathway. Jesus said that robbers attacked a man traveling on this dangerous road—and left him to die. A priest, 
and then a Levite, saw the man first. These religious men knew that even touching a dead body would make them 
ceremonially unclean (Numbers 19:11). So they walked past and did not stop to help the dying man. Then, a 
Samaritan—a person from a group shunned by Jews—came along. He bandaged the victim’s wounds and placed 
him on his own donkey. He took the injured man to an inn and paid for his stay there. He left the equivalent of 
two days’ salary with the innkeeper to care for the man. And he promised to return and pay any extra expenses. 

Jesus showed this expert in the Law that no one can fulfill God’s commands in human effort. Through this simple 
story, Jesus demonstrated that no one can achieve God’s perfect standards and earn eternal life. It is beyond our 
own ability to truly love God with all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength and love our neighbors as ourselves. 
We need the Holy Spirit’s empowerment to live in ways that bring God joy and give us life.  

Jesus Visits Mary and Martha 
As Jesus and His disciples traveled, a woman named Martha welcomed them into her home. Her sister Mary sat at 
Jesus’ feet and listened to Him as He taught. In Jesus’ time, women did not join men in listening to a rabbi teach. 
But Jesus changed this practice. Martha was busy preparing food for her guests. So she was frustrated when Mary 
sat listening to Jesus instead of helping her. But Jesus affirmed Mary’s actions. He explained that one thing was 
necessary, and Mary had chosen well. 
 

Personalize the TRUTH! 
Jesus receives worship from our acts of service to Him. But He does not want our hearts to be 

“anxious and troubled” when we are serving Him. The work that we do for Jesus is important—but the truly 
“necessary” thing is to experience His presence personally. More than anything, He simply desires relationship 
with us. Rather than wanting to use us, He cares about enjoying our company. Take time to spend some quiet 
moments at Jesus’ feet today. Listen for His voice. Find rest in His love for you.   

 


