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Our mission is to make disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ in our 

communities through caring, in-depth Bible study, available to all. 

Praise God with us for a successful CBS youth coffee house event. On Saturday, March 23rd the Toronto 

CBS youth leadership hosted an event for the youth to invite their friends for an evening of entertainment 

and information about CBS.  

There was a lot of food including tea, hot chocolate, and, of course, coffee. Lauren Dempsey did a wonderful 

job sharing her heart in spoken word poetry. Sean McKinnon played his saxophone with enthusiasm during 

the second half of the evening. The ten youth who regularly study on Saturday evenings were joined by 

fourteen first timers. We enjoyed having one of the students who had been one of the original youth return 

for the event. Ethan shared that he has grown in his understanding of the Bible since studying with CBS 

youth. Peter invited the youth, both high school and post secondary, to study James starting March 30th.  

We have had at least two new youth join for the James study. The help was much appreciated from the NST, 

as well as Glenda and Kuttimol.  

Pray for those age 15-25 to come out and study. Also for other opportunities to have similar events in the 

future.  

With many thanks for your prayers, 

Peter and Hannah Wright, Kyle Chatzis-Fox, and Catherine Martin.  

CBS Youth Coffee House 



Answers to Prayer 

Let us rejoice and give thanks to our great God for 

providing these answers to our prayers: 

 Vikki Buchner as Director of Classes 

 Barb Doherty as Class Partner 

 June Taklalsingh as Liaison 

UPCOMING EVENT: 
May 3-5, 2019 Servants Team Training at 

Markham Hilton Suites Conference Centre 

INCLUDING the Saturday afternoon Wrap-Up 

Workshop that’s open to everyone, 1-3pm. 

8500 Warden Avenue, Markham, ON  L6G 1A5 

Matthew 22 Wrap-Up 

How will you respond to the wedding invitation? 

Here is one TD’s illustration to make a point of 

getting out of our comfortable ways. 

Our new registration fee is $35, plus any donation 

an individual would like to make at that time. We 

look to God to stir up people’s hearts to support 

CBS Canada financially. 

You can donate to Community Bible Study Canada 

through Canada Helps on our website: 

https://www.communitybiblestudy.ca/donate/  



Chosen for Greatness by Ross Erdis 
Prayer Chair in our Mississauga Evening Class 

How adoption changed the world. Children taken in by new families have grown to dramatically reshape the 

world in many ways that most of us do not fully appreciate. Some of these people are: Steven Jobs, co-

founder of Apple; Nelson Mendella, first black President of South Africa who spent 26 years in prison; Dave 

Thomas, founder of Wendy's; Gerald Ford, President of the United States; Nancy Reagan, movie star and 

wife to President Ronald Reagan; George Herman Ruth Jr. or also known as Babe Ruth, a very famous 

baseball player in years past. At the age of 6, Ruth's father decided he could not care for George as he was a 

very disruptive young boy and dropped him off at the door step of a Catholic Orphanage in Baltimore. There 

a Canadian priest became the father that Ruth needed who taught him to read and write and to know the 

difference between right and wrong. Being a Catholic school, Ruth was required to attend daily Mass and 30 

minutes of religious instruction. Ruth learned that God was not just but merciful. He stayed 12 years at this 

orphanage and developed a enormous spirit of compassion for children. Ruth became a very successful 

baseball player, earned a high salary and lived the fast life outside of baseball. He certainly was not all bad, his 

visits to hospitals to visit children became legendary. He had a Toronto connection because it was on 

Hanlan's Point, one of the Toronto Islands, that he hit his very first professional home run. My grandfather 

told me stories of watching baseball on Hanlan’s Point and he would emphasize that beer was only 5 

cents!!!!!!! On August 19, 1949, 6,000 people attended Ruth’s funeral at St. Patrick's Church in New York 

City and 75,000 stood outside in the rain. In the closed casket, a baseball was in Ruth's left hand and 

inscribed on the ball, a classic 3 words, Safe At Home, yes he was Safe At Home. 

 

I conclude with the Ultimate Adoption Story: Jesus of Nazareth. The Christmas Story is likely the most well 

known and most often read story of all time. When it comes to Jesus's adoptive story, it is Joseph and we 

know only about what the scriptures tell us. He was a direct descendant of David: Luke tells us that he was a 

carpenter and Matthew tells us that. We do not know how old Joseph was at Jesus's birth or where he was 

born or where he died. We know he was pledged or engaged to Mary and wanted to divorce Mary. Shortly 

after, he had a remarkable dream containing very specific instructions from an angel as recorded in Matthew. 

He decided to marry Mary and, upon the birth of her baby, named him Jesus. In doing so, Joseph was 

adopting Mary's son and extending him all the rights and privilege of his royal heritage. It would have been 

very easy to gloss over Joseph's decision to say yes to the adoption of Jesus. Joseph had the freedom to say 

no like all of us when decisions are needed, many of which carry eternal consequences. He did not of course 

say no. 

 

After the incident in the temple with Mary and Joseph, where Jesus is teaching and asking questions of the 

elders, we never hear of Joseph again. There seems to be consensus that the adopted father of Jesus died 

sometime between when Jesus was 12 and 30 years of age. He is never referenced in Jesus’ 3 year ministry. 

At the crucifixion Jesus asks John to care for Mary as an indicator that Joseph was no longer alive. 

  

Could it be that God is trying to get across the fact adoption is primarily about meeting the needs of the 

child as opposed to tending to the comforts of the adoptive parents? The birth story of Jesus is the ultimate 

adoption story and one that foreshadows our adoption in Him. 

 

To conclude, I was not adopted, but my previous wife and her brother were adopted from different parents. 

I have a cousin that was adopted and it turned out great. 



Finding Life, Hope, and Purpose Through CBSI in India 
Community Bible Study International | February 2019  

“God saved my life from suicide.”  

Sandeep was wrestling deeply with doubt. This young man living in one of India’s most developed cities, Hy-

derabad, began to contemplate taking his own life. Ironically, these suicidal thoughts began shortly after he 

achieved an engineering degree, when he would have expected to feel eager anticipation of good things com-

ing his way. Instead, he found himself at the edge of total despair.  

Being from a Christian family, Sandeep turned to something he hoped would help him pull out of his increas-

ingly dire state of mind: the Bible. Unfortunately, instead of gaining greater clarity and reclaiming his faith, he 

became more disoriented.  

He turned then to the churches—trying a few of those he thought might direct his journey and lead him into 

the truth he sought to know. Still, to no avail. The churches he chose were promoting false teachings. At first 

he began to embrace some of the fallacies they promoted, but instinctively he started to sense they were 

wrong.  

At this point, he nearly gave up.  

As a last resort, Sandeep decided to stop attending church altogether, quit listening to those misleading voic-

es, and commit to directly seeking God’s face in prayer. So he did just that.  

And God responded to Sandeep’s prayers by causing his path to cross with the CBSI Country Coordinator 

for India. Sandeep accepted an invitation to begin attending a CBSI group. There, he began to study God’s 

Word verse by verse, chapter by chapter. He was especially careful to answer all the questions in the daily 

lessons.  

He now shares that by doing so, “My understanding of God’s Word gradually changed. The discipline of the 

CBSI study method helped me to study God’s Word regularly, and God spoke to me personally … While I 

was studying Luke’s Gospel, God answered all my doubts, helped me to understand, and I was moved by His 

love. Even though He is Sovereign God, He humbled Himself and came to this world to save me by sacrificing 

His life on behalf of my sins.”  

Hope replaced Sandeep’s despair. He exchanged his lack of purpose for a growing desire to invest himself in 

reaching people with the Gospel and teaching them God’s Word. That sense of purpose began to take hold 

when he was reading Isaiah 6:8, which states, “I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and 

who will go for us?’ Then I said, ‘Here I am! Send me.’”  

Sandeep shares that he saw God crying out for unsaved souls. In the Bible class he was a part of, they were 

studying Luke chapter 24. Sandeep was deeply stirred by Jesus’s words to His disciples: “You are witnesses 

of these things” (24:48).  

At that time, he felt that Jesus was directly speaking to him, asking him to share His love with others. 

Sandeep recognized that God had saved his life for this very purpose. Because of this realization, he has left 

his job, set aside his desires for this world, and committed himself to the Lord and His ministry. He is now 

helping in CBSI, teaching CBSI groups and facilitating small group discussions.  
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Isn’t this a beautiful story of transformation? From suicide to life in abundance … despair to 

certain hope … worldliness to Kingdom-focus. God is GOOD!  

Still, Sandeep is just one man among 1,350,000,000 people in India. Let that number sink in for a moment. 

With less than 3 percent of India’s population being followers of Jesus Christ, there are STILL more than 1.3 

BILLION people in India who do not know God nor His Word. It’s hard to get our heads around that, isn’t 

it?  

This is why the work of Community Bible Study International is so critical, friends. This is why every prayer 

you can offer is strategic. This is why financially contributing to the work in South Asia matters. This is why 

advocating for our South Asia team is so very important. May I ask you to do all three things: Pray-Give-

Advocate? We need you on the team, if you will, so that people like Sandeep can experience the transforma-

tive power of God and His Word.  

Keith Sparzak, International Director 

http://www.communitybiblestudy.ca/

