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Our mission is to make disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ in our 

communities through caring, in-depth Bible study, available to all. 

Everyone has a story. Everyone’s life is unique. We serve a God who is the 

greatest storywriter, master planner, narrator; one who has a sense of humour. 

 

How do you go from living in hot Africa, in a Muslim family to living in cold 

Canada in a Christian family with deep spiritual roots? Only the Lord could 

write this story, sit back and watch the story unfold. As my husband likes to 

remind me, I was born on a Saturday and God needed a day of rest after He 

made me.  

 

I was brought up in a Muslim family aware of God’s presence but was not what 

you would call a devout Muslim. Christ was introduced to me in High School. l 

gave my life to Him but was not convinced He was the Son of God. Not noticing any real change in my life, I 

decided to try again and gave my life to Him a second time in university in the United States. Still, nothing 

really changed in my life, l just kept on with my old ways. 

 

Later on as l was going through challenges in life, l went to church but the message fell on deaf ears. My 

children were eventually invited to Awana at a local church. l thought my older daughter would benefit from 

meeting other children so I agreed to take her. It was pointless going home once l dropped her off so l 

decided to join the women’s Bible study taking place at the same time. My intention was not really to study 

but to pass time, ridicule those Christian women, and prove how false their belief was. I planned on asking all 

the tough questions that l was sure they had no answers to. When l got tired of “wasting my time” at this 

study, l decided my daughter should stop attending Awana as well. Well, my daughter was not having any part 

of that. She would cry and beg me to take her. It was easier to face those women than to stay home with my 

daughter. 

 

Unbeknownst to me, God’s plan for me was unfolding. It was 

several years later, after l accepted Christ (again), that the 

ladies in the Bible study class told me how much prayer was 

poured out on my behalf. The third time l said “yes”, I was 

tired of not seeing any change. I asked the Lord what l 
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needed to do to experience growth? He said, as clear as day, know His Word. It was at this point l joined 

CBS and my life transformation started. God used my child to put me in the right place, at the right time, to 

be shown His real love for me.  

 

The Lord’s sense of humour continued as my first CBS leadership role was in children’s ministry. At that 

point my faith needed to be nurtured, since l had never been to Sunday school as a child. What a thrill it was 

to learn Bible stories and verses along with the children. After many wonderful years in the children’s 

ministry, the Lord nudged me once again, and I transitioned to being prayer chair. What a hilarious God we 

have. About 19 years ago l was part of the group approached to meet and pray about a new CBS group in 

Newmarket. As a baby Christian, I did not understand why they needed to pray instead of just going ahead 

with it. The Lord certainly grew me as l watched the power of praying women once again. A lot of spiritual 

maturity has taken place as the Lord now used the least of the group as prayer chair for nine years. 

 

What an awesome God we serve, no one is too lost or too far-gone. He is now asking me to become the 

National prayer chair, and l am still asking Him if He is joking with me… I will meditate on this verse, Psalm 

143:8: 

 

“Let the morning bring me a Word of your unfailing love, for l put my trust in you. Show me the way l should 

go, for to you l entrust my life.” 

FROM OUR CLASSES 
Testimony from a Toronto Downtown class member 

I lived my previous forty six years in Shanghai, where I was taught to be an atheist and believed there was no 

God in my life. When I grew into my mid-thirties, while I still lived in Shanghai, questions started coming to 

me: “Where did I come from?” “Who am I?” and “Where will I go to?” When I watched birds perching on 

tree branches, chirping and singing, I always asked myself: “Where do these little creatures come from? 

Where do these trees come from?” … I didn’t get answers to my questions until 2013 when I came to Cana-

da with my family and settled down in Toronto. My husband and I went to Toronto Chinese Baptist Church 

for Sunday worship service. There I first touched the Bible. Soon after I read the first book  - Genesis. Those 

questions that haunted me for so many years were answered.  

 

From that moment on, I felt our Creator wanted to show me something more, and likewise a desire to get 

to know more about Him rose in me. I started my Bible study at TCBC and CBS while sharing my story with 

Him. Having been an atheist for a long time caused me only to accept the things that are seen or tangible, and 

to believe there was no existence of a deity. When I had encountered problems or difficulties, I was accus-

tomed to depending on myself to solve these, rather than seeking someone else to help. And that plagued 

me with anxiousness, doubtfulness, and restlessness most of the time.  



God listened to my narrative while He was giving me His story by my Bible study ….. Because of his faith and 

obedience, God appeared to Abram, promised him a land to reside in and become a great nation with His 

blessings. Abram followed God’s commands and went without even knowing where to go. That became not 

only a turning point of human history, but also of my personal faith in Him, our God. I could put faith in God 

to whom I have my first responsibility, which is to serve Him by obediently carrying out whatever task He 

has entrusted me with. God is here with me, watching over me and providing me the solutions with His 

unceasing love. My life has improved since then. Praise God!  

I craved for God's words. God, through the Bible by the Holy Spirit, continued to give His words to me. God 

sent His only Son Jesus to the earth. For our sins, He died on the cross and resurrected three days after His 

death. All His sufferings were to wash away our sins and help us grow a personal relationship with God 

( ...Jesus , for he will save his people for their sins. Matthew 1:21 ). “I am a sinner!” I cried out, “I don’t 

deserve your forgiveness but I still want your forgiveness. I want to become your daughter. God, please 

search my heart and show me a way to receive forgiveness.” God responded to me immediately in Acts 2:38 

“Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.’’’ No matter what I have done, Jesus 

can save me. I am changing my mind and turning 

away from what is wrong and reorienting myself 

toward the Saviour.  

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God, and are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came by Christ 

Jesus. Romans 3:23 

Linda and Faye            Faye and Ritva 

www.communitybiblelstudy.ca  

What About You?   

How many times have you thought of how much you enjoy your CBS class? How many times have you 

intended to invite a friend to your class? Faye was invited to CBS by Linda which turned out to be a key part 

of Faye’s faith journey. 

Ritva shepherded Faye as her Core Group Leader. Near the end of the year Faye started volunteering with 

the class Coordinator. Praise God for how He has worked in Faye’s life and reminds us how we can be led to 

serve Him. 

Summer provides opportunity for casual conversation with neighbours and friends. Let’s pray for God to lead 

us in inviting people to our classes whenever we can. Remember, we have classes that meet in the day, in the 

evening, are for men, for women, co-ed, for children, youth. So if your own class doesn’t work for your 

neighbour or friend, you could help them consider one of our other ones. 

 

 

http://www.communitybiblestudy.ca/


SPRING TRAINING—JUNE 8-10, 2018 

From the start to the finish of the Servants Team training weekend it was special. The theme of “Recipes for 

Success” was introduced throughout the whole program. On Friday welcoming us were the ‘Living Bread’ 

group who met us with a cheerful hello as we checked in. Then on to a barbecue dinner they had prepared 

for the weary travelers. CBS trainees came from Dartmouth and Ontario; we missed having our West Coast 

people with us this year. We heard that our manual (cook book) was our ‘best friend’ and we did exercises 

(“on the grill”) finding information in it. Worshipping through music and prayer, navigating our cook books, 

learning “why” every class should have a C&Y component and hearing about the ‘International flavours’ of 

CBS around the world – all was done with enthusiasm to learn our mission to help members be transformed 

into Jesus’ likeness of love, joy and kindness.  
 

He said: 

'Freely, freely you have received; 

freely, freely give. 

Go in my name and because you believe, 

others will know that I live.' 
 

Everyone went home with new excitement about the year ahead and what God would do in their midst.  

Thanks to the Living Bread group who made our weekend run smoothly, and who participated in our 

training. To the trainers who made the manual our friend as we learned about our positions. To the music 

people who led us in worshipping through praise songs to Him our Saviour. 
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